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By: Dan Noah

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric come out and tour the NOAA-P Hurricane
l RYAYA&UNIGA2YQa 6 b Huntertaircrafttadd Visit withh theé &di to
Hurricane Awareness Tour in Fort Myers onlearn about how to get prepared for the
April 18" was a great success. Local mediaupcoming hurricane season. In addition, Bill
promotion of the event brought 1,400 people Read, the new Director of the National
through the gates aFort MyersPage Field to Hurricane Center, was at each of the five
tour the aircraft and visit with emergency stops of the tour that included Corpus Christi,
responders. The tour also brought 116 TX, Galveston, TX, New Orleans, LA,
middle school students to the aircraft to hear Apalachicola, FL and Fort MyeF. The Fort
firsthand about the threat that hurricanes Myers event was organized by the National
play in their lives. Weather Service in Ruskin, FL and Lee County

Emergency Management.

The preparedness tour is an annual event
that allows NOAA and state and local The hurricane awareness tour has been
governments, schools and other conducted for more than 25 vyears,
preparedness organizations and the media to alternating between the Gf and Atlantic
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hazard education campaign during national June .
Hurricane Preparedness Week, May"2®

People lined up at Page Field in Fort Myers to see #ircraft.
The lines were like this from 10 AM until 430 PM.

) \ The Smell of Rain?
(o)

On occasion, people will say that smells are stronger just before it rains. There is actually some
truth to this. It happens that odors museldissolved in water vapor to be smelled. With the
approach of weather systems that produce rain, the amount of water vapor in the air increases,
allowing more odors to be dissolved and hence smelled. The next time someone says "It smells
like rain", get @it your umbrella!




By: Ryan Sharp

Improvements in computer software packages as well as advances in research are allowing
forecasters to produce forecasts that cbme a lot of information into a graphical forma&n
February 28, 2008 forecasters at the National Weather Service in Ruskin basiaig one

such tool called a Graphicast. The link to these new forecasts is right on our front webpage.
Shortterm (out to day 3, see Fig. 1) and letegm (days 4 through 7) forecasts are produced at
least twice each day and updated more often as needed. Each image gives a graphical
representation of the main weathdeatures dominating each period@hat could becold fronts
expected to move througthe area,or more common in the next few monththe location of

the Bermuda High and its expected effect on our daily thunderstorm activity. Also, a brief text
description is added to highlight points within the graphical pietur

Figure 1: An example of the shettrm Graphicast issued by the
National Weather Service in Ruskin.

The National Hurricane Center is also improving on its popular Graphical Tropical Weather
Outlook (see Fig. 2), first featured during the 2007 Hame Season. This year, they will
increase the number of updates to this product to 4 times a day, with the update times also
being shifted from 10:30 AM/PM to 8 AM/PM and 2 AM/PM. In addition, they will be



